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Privatus sllis Cenfus erat brevis, 
Commune magnum 
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Ur is very unlucky for thofe who make it 
their Bufinefs to raife Popular Murmurs and 
Difcontents againft His Majefty’s Government, 
that they find fo very few and fo very impro- 
per Occafions for them. To thew how hard 
they are fet in this Particutar, therc are feveral, 
who for want of other Materials, are forced 
to reprefent the Bill which has paffed this Sef- 
fon, for laying an additional Tax of Two 
Shillings in the Pound upon Land, «as a kind 
of Grievance upon the Subjeé&t. If this be a 
Matter of Complaint, it ought in Juftice to fall 
upon thofe who have made it neceffary. Had 


there been no Rebellion, there would have becn 
no Inereafe of the Land-Tax ; {0 that in Pro- 


portion as a Man declares his Averfion to the 
one, he ought to tellify his Abhorrence of the 
other. But it is very remarkable that thofe, 
who would perfuade the People that they are 
agerteved by this additional Burthen, are the 
very Perfons who endeavonr, in their ordinary 
Converfation, to extenuate the Hainoufnefs of 
the Rebellion, and who exprefs the greateft Ten- 
dernefs for the Perfons of the Rebels. They 
fhew a particular Indulgence for that unnatural 
Infurretion which has drawn this Load upon 
Us, and are angry at the Means which were ne- 


_ Ceflary for fupprefling it. There needs no clearer 


Proof 
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Proof of the Spirit and Intention with whic) 
they aét: I fhall therefore advife my Fellow- 
Free-Holders to confider the Character of any 
Perfon who would poffefs them with the Notion 
of a Hardfhip that is put upon the Countrey by 
this Tax. If he be one of known Affeétion to 
the prefent Eftablifhment, they may imagine 
there is fome Reafon for Complaint. But 
if on the contrary he be one, who has fhewn 
himfelf Indifferent as to the Succefs of the 
prefent Rebellion, or is fufpeéted as a private 
Abettor of it, they may take it for granted, his 
Complaint againft the Land-Tax is cither the 
Rage of a difappointed Man, or the Artifice of 
one who would alienate their Affections trom 
the prefent Government. 

The Expence which will arife to the Nation 
from this Rebellion, is already computed at 
near a Million. And it isa melancholy Con- 
fideration for the Free-Holders of Great Bri- 
tain, that the Treafon of their Fellow-Subjectts 
fhould bring upon them as great a Charge as the 
War with France. At the fame Time every 
reafonable Man among them will pay a Tax 
with at leaft as great Chearfulnefs for ttifling a 
Civil War in its Birth, as for carrying ona Wat 
in aForeign Countrey. Had not our firft Sup- 
plies been effectual for the crufhing of our Do- 
meftick Enemies, we fhould immediately have 
beheld the whole Kingdom a Scene of Slaugh- 
ter and Defolation : Whereas, if we had failed 
in Our firft Attempts upon a diftant Nation, we 
might have repaired the Loffes of one Cam- 
paign by the Advantages of another, and after 
feveral ViGories gained over us, might. ftill 
have kept the Enemy frem our Gates.. 


As 
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As it was thus abfolutely neceflary to raife a 
Sum that might enable the Government to put 


a fpeedy Stop to the Rebellion, fo could ther@p 


be no Method thought of for raifing fuch a Sum 
more proper, than this of laying an additional 
Tax of Two Shillings in the Pound upon Land. 

In the firft Place : This Tax has already been 
fo often tried, that we know the exact Produce 
of it, which in any new Project is always very 
doubtful and uncertain. As we are thus ac- 
quainted with the Produce of this Tax, we find 
it is adequate to the Services for which it is de- 
figned, and that the additional Tax is proporti- 
oned to the Supernumerary Expence, which 
falls upon the Kingdom this Year by the unna- 
tural Rebellion, as it has been above {tated. 

In the next Place : No other Tax could have 
been thought of, upon which fo much Money 
would have been immediately advanced as was 
neceffary in fo critical a Juncture for pufhing 
our Succefles againft the Rebels, and preventing 
the Attempts of their Friends and Confederates 
both at Home and Abroad. No Body cares to 
make Loans upon a new and untried Projeét ; 
Whereas Men never fail to bring in their Mo- 
hey upon a Land-Tax, when the Premium or 
Intereit allowed them, is fuited to the Hazard 
they run by fuch Loans to the Government. 
And here one cannot but bewail the Misfortune 
of our Countrey, when we con{ider, that the 
Houfe of Commons had laft Year reduced this 
Intereft to Four per Cent. by which Means there 
Was a confiderable Saving to the Nation ;. but 
that this Year they have been forced to give 
SIX per Cent. as well knowing the fatal Contfe- 
quences that might have enfued, had there not 


een an Interelt allowed, which would certainly 


encourage 
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encourage the Lender to venture, in fuch a 
Time of Danger, what was indifpenfably ne- 
@eflary for the Exigences of the Publick. 

Betides ; This is a Method for raifing a Sum 
of Money, that, with the ordinary ‘axes, will 
in all Probabtlity defray the whole Expence 
of the Year: So that there is no Burden laid 
upon our Pofterity, who have been fufiiciently 
loaded by other Means of raifing Money; 
nor any Deficiency to be hereafter made up by 
our felves ; which has been our Cafe in fo ma- 
ny other Subftdies. | 

To this we may add; That we have no Ex- 
ample of any other Tax, which in its Nature 
would fo particularly afte@t the Enemies to His 
Majetty’s Government. Multitudes of Papi/s 
and Noxjurors will be obliged to furnifh a 
double Proportion out of their Revenues to- 
wards the clearing of that Expence, which by 
their open and fecret Praétices they have been 
Inftrumental in bringing upon their Fellow- 
Subjects. 

I fhall only mention one Confidcration more; 
‘Phat no other Tax is fo likely to ceafe as this 
is, when there is no farther Occafion for It 
This Tax is eftablithed by a Houfe of Commons, 
which, by Virtue ofan A&t of Parliament pafied 
afew Years ago, muft confift for the moit Part 
of Landed Men ; fo that a great Share of the 
Weight of it muft neceffarily fall upon the * 
Members of their own Body. As this is an In- 
{tance of their Publick Spirit, fo we may b¢ 
{ure they would not have exerted it, had there 
not been an abfolute Neceffity : Nor can we 











































































doubt, that for the fame Reafons, when this 


Neceffity ceafes, they will take the firft a 
portunity of eating themfelves in this Particul 
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as well as thofe whom they reprefent. It is 
a celebrated Notion of a Patriot, who fignaliy 
ditinguithed himfelf for the Liberties of his 
Countrey, That aHoufe of Commons fhould ne- 
ver grant fuch Subfidies as are ecaly to be raif- 
ed, and give no Pain to the People, Icft the 
Nation fhould acquiefce under a Burden they 
did not feel, and fee it perpetuated without re- 
pining. Whether this Notion might not be 
too refined, I fhall not determine; but by 
what has been already faid, I think we may 
promife our felves, that this additional-T’ax of 
Two Shillings in the Pound will not be con- 
tinued another Year, becaufe we may hope the 
Rebellion will be entirely ended in This. 

And here, I believe, it muft be obvious to. 
every one’s Reflection, that the Rebellion might 
not have concluded fo foon, had not this Me- 
thod been made ufe of for that End. A fo- 
reign Potentate trembles at the Thought of en- 
tering into a War with fo wealthy an Encmy 
as the Briti/b Nation, when he finds the whole 
Landed Intereft of the Kingdom engaged to 
oppofe him with their united Force ; and at all 

Imes ready to employ againft him fuch a Part 
of their Revenues, as thall be fufficient to baffle 
his Defigns upon their Countrey : Efpecialiy 
When none can imagine, that he expeéts any En- 
couragement from thofe, whofe Fortunes are ei- 
thet lodged in the Funds, or employed in Trade. 

lhe Wifdom therefore of the prefent Houfe 
of Commons has by this T'ax, not only enabled 
the King to fubdue thofe of his own Subjeéts 
Who have been aétually in Arms againft him, 
but to divert any of his Neighbours from the 


Hopes of lending them a competent A fiiftance. 
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